1. Definitions. We consider a triple (X, p, Y) to consist of two topological spaces X and Y and a map p from X into Y. We denote by 7 the closed unit interval.
A triple (X, p, Y) has the covering homotopy property for a point if given a map /: 7-*Y and a point qCp~f(0), there exists a map /': I^>X with/{0) =q and pf=f. The covering homotopy property for a point holds up to homotopy if_given (X, p, Y),f and q as above, there exists a map/: 7->X with f(0) =q, pf(l) =/(l) and pf is homotopic to/ with the homotopy fixed on the end points of 7.
A map is called proper if the inverse images of compact sets are compact. If A is a subset of a space X, then iri(A/X) will denote the image of iri(A) in iri(X) under the homomorphism induced by inclusion. A space 5 will be called semilocally 1-connected if for each point xCS, there exists a neighborhood U of x such that iri(U/S) = 1.
A triple (X, p, Y) will be said to have Property A if the following is true: Property A. The space X is locally arcwise connected and Hausdorff; Y is semilocally 1-connected and metric. The map p is open, proper, and onto.
The main theorem of this note is the following. Proof. Suppose the lemma is not true. For each integer i>0, let Vi be a neighborhood of y of diameter 1/i. Then for each i there exists a point yiE F,-with/-'(y,-)n(X-U)^0. Choose xtG/-1(y,)ri(X-TJ)
for each i. The set K = \JyiUy is compact hence f~x(K) is. Therefore the set {x,} has a limit point, say x. By the continuity off, xEf~x(y). Since X-TJ is closed, xEX-TJ, contradicting the previous statement, q.e.d.
Remark. R. L. Wilder has pointed out to me that if instead of Y being metric, Y is Hausdorff and has a countable basis of neighborhoods at each point then the proof for this lemma is still valid. In all the theorems in this paper, metric may be replaced by possession of this property.
The proof of Theorem 1 proceeds as follows. for all /G7. This proves Theorem 1.
Remark. Examples show that Theorem 1 is false if either of the local connectedness conditions is dropped. Also the qualification "up to homotopy" is necessary.
3. Applications. This is an immediate consequence of Theorem 1. It might be mentioned that Whyburn [4] proved a result similar to Theorem 3 using rational Vietoris homology. The only differences are that his spaces were compact metric without local connectedness conditions and he assumed that the Vietoris group Ht(X; Q) was finitely generated.
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